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Rule 1! 
            Perhaps more than anything else medical information has the poten-
tial for greater negative consequences if it is incorrect or used improperly . It 
is incumbent that everyone seeking medical information on the Web be 
armed with strategies for judging the quality of the data. One initial strategy is 
simply to let others gather quality resources [ahem…] as your jumping off 
point.  Also, information from governments is generally more trustworthy.  
 
            For background on the issues surrounding quality of medical re-
sources on the Web, Consumer Web Watch [from Consumer’s Union, the 
Consumer Reports people] has produced materials addressing the issue. For 
example, criteria for evaluating health websites -  
http://www.consumerwebwatch.org/news/health/index.html  
 
            If you don’t know any medical gateways start with a general Web di-
rectory created by experts, such as the Librarian’s Index to the Internet  
http://www.lii.org Health and Medicine section.  
 
Evaluating Health Information 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/evaluatinghealthinformation.html  
from the National Institute of Health is another good resource. 
 
Health Statistics and Policy 
State Health Facts Online 
http://statehealthfacts.kff.org  
            This site is an excellent resource for quick retrieval of important health 
information and statistics. From the Kaiser Family Foundation. 
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Continued ... 

Update on RSS 
  

            A compilation of RSS feeds relevant to libraries has been posted at 
the IOWA State University Cyberstacks website, compliments of Gerry 
McKiernan.  http://www.public.iastate.edu/~CYBERSTACKS/RSS.htm   
A bibliography of articles about RSS may also be found there. 
 
            While you’re checking that out, visit other collections of quality Web 
resources located via the main Cyberstacks website at: 
http://www.public.iastate.edu/~CYBERSTACKS/  

INFOSCOPE 
will return in 
September. 
Have a great 
summer. 
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Trends and Indicators in the Changing Health Care Marketplace, 2004 Update 
http://www.kff.org/insurance/7031/index.cfm  
           Also from the Kaiser Family Foundation, a comprehensive report covering drugs, health insur-
ance, health care providers and health plans. 
 
Health Policy Links 
http://www.umassmed.edu/healthpolicy/links.cfm 
           Associations, journals, research organizations, more. Some are related to Massachusetts but 
most are of interest to a general audience. From the Center for Health Policy and Research at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. 
 
Recommended Health Sites—General 
 
Complementary and alternative medicine: an overview of nontraditional medicine on the Web 
[article with links]  
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues2002/september/candrlnewsseptember.htm 
 
Federal Health Information Centers and  
Clearinghouses 
http://www.health.gov/NHIC/Pubs/clearinghouses.htm  
 
National Library of Medicine  
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/  
           Includes access to, among others, MedlinePlus [ http://http://medlineplus.gov/ ], a consumer 
oriented medical database, and Medline, the premier general medical database for practitioners. For a 
full list of databases and electronic resources available via NLM go to 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/databases/  
           You are encouraged to take a look at this page as you will find a broad assortment of topics cov-
ered, including: ClinicalTrials, Household Products Database, Asian-American Health, and the 
NLMSeniorHealth Database, among others. 
           The Gateway site, http://gateway.nlm.nih.gov/gw/Cmd allows searching across several data-
bases simultaneously. 
 
Healthfinder  
http://www.healthfinder.gov  
           Consumer-oriented—from the US Dept of Health and Human Services 
 
Merck Manual – Second Home Edition 
http://www.merck.com/mrkshared/mmanual_home2/home.jsp 
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• Would you like to reduce information 
“overload”? 

• Are you wasting time and money looking 
for information you wish you had, or, 
worse yet, know you already have?  

• Do you want to keep track of employee 
knowledge? 
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            The long established reference for health practitioners, rewritten for consumers. 
 
Mayo Clinic 
http://www.mayoclinic.com 
            Authoritative, comprehensive medical information for the consumer 
 
Health Library at Stanford 
http://healthlibrary.stanford.edu/  
 
The following are commercial sites but of high quality. 
Medscape 
http://www.medscape.com/px/urlinfo  
            Practitioner-oriented 
 
WebMD 
http://my.webmd.com/webmd_today/home/default  
            The consumer-oriented version of Medscape 
 
Recommended Health Sites—Specialized 
National Women’s Health Information Center 
http://www.4woman.org 
 
AgeLine Database 
http://research.aarp.org/ageline 
 
Drug Interaction Database 
http://www.drugdigest.org/DD/Home  
 
GlobalHealthResources.com 
http://www.globalhealthresources.com  
 
“E-exercise and eating right: weight loss on the web” by Irene McDermott [article] 
Search at FindArticles/Looksmart http://www.findarticles.com 
 
Key Publications 
 
BMJ: The British Medical Journal 
http://bmj.bmjjournals.com/  
 
Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation 
http://jama.ama-assn.org/ 
 
For Fun 
Medicine and Madison Avenue 
http://odyssey.lib.duke.edu/mma/ 

Search Tip: 
Looking for info on health policy? If you are 
determined to use a general web search en-
gine then use a strategy like this: 
In Google—allintitle:“health policy” site:org  
[or gov, or edu] 
This will limit your results to non-commercial 
sources and will only find results with the 
phrase “health policy” in the title. 
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Medicine and Madison Avenue On-Line 
Project—Ad #MM0065 
 
John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Ad-
vertising & Marketing History  
 
Rare Book, Manuscript, and Special Col-
lections Library 
 
Duke University, Durham, North Carolina 
 
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/mma/ 
Accessed June, 2004 
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